
A journalist travels to Bangladesh, China, 
Cambodia, Honduras, and back to the U.S. 

to trace the origins of our clothes.

Kelsey Timmerman is a freelance journalist whose writing has appeared in the Christian Science Monitor and has aired 
on NPR. He maintains a blog at www.whereamiwearing.com. He lives with his wife, Annie, in Indiana.  
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“. . . a quixotic journey . . . often loopy . . . all over the developing world . . .
Timmerman’s youthful exuberance carries this unlikely consumer tale.”
—TIME MAGAZINE

“Timmerman is a fun tour guide, rather than a stern moralizer. His 
quest to find community around the world is an inspiration to anyone 
beginning to ask what’s been lost in the new global economy.”
—�John Bowe, author of Nobodies: Modern American Slave Labor and 

the Dark Side of the New Global Economy 

“It’s one thing to talk about our disastrous trade policy. It’s quite 
another to live with the consequences. Kelsey Timmerman takes us to 
sweatshops and shantytowns to meet the people—mostly very young 
and grossly underpaid—who make our clothes. Every Washington 
policymaker should come down from their ivory towers and read 
Where Am I Wearing?”
—U.S. Senator Sherrod Brown (D-OH) 

Ninety-seven percent of our clothes are made overseas. Yet globalization 
makes it difficult to know much about the origin of the products we 
buy. So journalist and blogger Kelsey Timmerman decided to visit each 
of the countries and factories where his five favorite items of clothing 
were made and meet the workers. 

In Bangladesh, he went undercover as an underwear buyer. In Cambodia, 
he learned the difference between those who wear Levi’s and those 
who make them. In China, he saw the costs of globalization and the 
dark side of the Chinese economic miracle.

Where Am I Wearing? is an indispensable and unforgettable journey 
that bridges the gap between impersonal economic forces and the 
people most directly affected by them.


